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eventually heading the tree at the desired height.   A
stake larger than the customary building lath is advisable                 f
in order to prevent injury bypassing teams and tillage tools.    .
When the tops of young trees are partly frozen it will be
found, especially with lemons, that the more rapid grow-
ing upright shoots have been killed, while the fine fruiting
brush has been spared. Instead of cutting back all these
injured shoots in proportion to the injury, it is much better,
especially with lemons, to take out most of the very strong
upright canes entirely. If they are merely cut back and
allowed to remain, each one will throw up several shoots,
which in turn must be cut back, the final result being a
broom-like growth with far too many shoots. The proper
pinching and thinning of such a multiplicity of shoots will
involve much more labor than the commercial orchardist
can afford. It is better, therefore, to remove most of the
upright vegetative shoots entirely and rely on new shoots
from the horizontal wood to enlarge the framework of the
top. All water-sprouts arising from the trunk and around
the crotches should be vigorously suppressed. It is a good
plan to whitewash the exposed trunks in order to prevent
sunburning of the bark.
It often happens that the bark of the trunks of young
trees will be split by the frost and will dry out, resulting in a
strip of dead bark on the southwest side. This condition
is not necessarily serious, provided there remains a strip
of live healthy bark of sufficient width to provide a flow of
sap to the top. The living bark will gradually increase
in width and extend over the dead areas, in time covering
them entirely. In order to prevent the entrance of wood-
decaying fungi it is well to paint the dead areas with white